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948 Jeffrey Lane

Langhorne, PA 19047

215-752-4458

Chaplainbruceg@aol.com

COMMUNITY CHAPLAIN ASSISTANCE, INC.

November 13, 2005
Dear friends,

What a week in New Orleans! I arrived as a Police Chaplain with the Billy Graham Rapid Response Team, Chaplain Fellowship Ministries and Calvary Chapel, Philadelphia on Monday, October 31st and was deployed with my partner, Bill Park to the St. Bernard’s Sheriff’s Department. St. Bernard’s Parish, occupies about 28 square miles immediately southeast of New Orleans and really took the brunt of Hurricane Katrina. Of the approximately 40,000 structures in the parish, only about 100 are considered salvageable. The devastation is unimaginable.

Our first day was spent with Sgt. Greg Hauck as he showed us the extent of the damage to the Parish. Sgt. Hauck was personally responsible for saving 480 people by leading them to the high standing ground of the high school gymnasium. He handed out basketballs for flotation devices as he swam back and forth in the flooded hallways rescuing people. He told us of how God gave him super-human strength to pull open locked doors and described the miraculous peace God gave him as he was under the water of the flooded school swimming though the corridors. He watched as two 9 year old boys tried to make their way in a row boat to school but were carried under by the current. He could not reach them in time. He fought back tears as he described this scene to us. He worked through the storm and continued to encourage those he could bring to safety. Even as we rode around with him two months after the storm he was still smiling and encouraging the members of his community to “Believe in God” and “Keep the faith”. Sgt. Hauck located a large crucifix from his church building and posted it at the entrance to the Parish with a sign that reads, “We will rebuild, so keep the faith”. He is an amazing man of faith. He is a man raised up by God for such a moment as this. 

We were also able to ride along with deputies while on patrol, and spend time with them at the roadblocks. Bill and I were able to pray with many of the deputies and were even  invited to the roll call prayer. I am happy to report that all of the 200 hundred Bibles were successfully delivered to officers and deputies of the St. Bernard’s Parish Sheriff’s Department, The New Orleans Police Department and many other officers we encountered. God’s Word will not return empty. These officers have survived a horrific storm, lost everything they owned and are left to do their job with minimal support in deplorable conditions. But we know that a light shines brightest in the darkness and that is just what Christ is doing in this darkened town. Many people have come to Christ as a result of God‘s people responding to their hurt. Two of our Chaplains led a New Orleans Police Officer to Christ. Praise God! Please keep them in your prayers. 

Several of the deputies told me that they actually have an unusual peace about them since Hurricane Katrina chased the “bad guys” out of town. One deputy said to me “God bless Katrina” for chasing them away and that he would be glad to start over without them in his town. This is their town. They and their families have lived there for generations. It is where their heritage was born and their memories still live. Most of the deputies that have stayed are living in trailers donated to them from FEMA. 

I truly believe that with the help of God they will rebuild their lives. My prayer is that many of them will indeed turn to God for that help. They cannot possibly handle this without Him. Thank you for helping make the Police Officer and Sheriff Edition Bibles a reality. The church buildings of this Parish no longer exist, but God’s Word can never be destroyed. 

I want to thank each one of you who took the time to give your prayers, time and money to help place a Bible in the hand of a Sheriff or Police Officer. Jesus Christ is the light Who will shine in their lives. His word has the power to light up St. Bernard’s Parish as never before! Thank you!

P.S. If you are interested in seeing ay pictures of the Parish,.please let me know and I will email you a couple.

God Bless,

Chaplain Bruce A. Gerstle

President 

Community Chaplain Assistance, Inc.

Thank You for sharing His Love!



